Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.075; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.4.
Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.042 wR(F 2 ) = 0.075 S = 0.80 2788 reflections 181 parameters 6 restraints H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.06 e Å À3 Á min = À0.09 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: X-AREA (Stoe & Cie, 2002); cell refinement: X-AREA; data reduction: X-RED32 (Stoe & Cie, 2002); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999 ).
2-[(4-Ethoxyphenyl)iminomethyl]-5-methoxyphenol
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Comment
Schiff bases are used as substrates in the preparation of a number of industrial and biologically active compounds via ring closure, cycloaddition and replacement reactions (Karia et al., 1999) . Moreover, Schiff bases are also known to have biological activities such as antimicrobial, antifungal, antitumor and as herbicides. On the industrial scale, they have a wide range of applications such as dyes and pigments (Taggi et al., 2002) . In general, Schiff bases display two possible tautomeric forms, the phenol-imine (Hadjoudis et al., 1987) and keto-amine (Şahin et al., 2005) forms. Depending on the tautomers two types of intramolecular hydrogen bonds are observed in Schiff bases: O-H···N in phenol-imine and N-H···O in keto-amine tautomers. Our X-ray investigation of the title compound indicates that the phenol-imine tautomer is favoured over the keto-amine tautomer ( Fig. 1 ).
Selected bond lengths of the title compound are given in Table 1 . The N1-C8 bond length of 1.285 (3) Å is typical of a double bond. The dihedral angle between the C2···C7 and C9···C14 benzene rings is 4.43 (13)° and the compound is thus almost planar. The C5-C8-N1-C9 torsion angle is 179.3 (2)°. The compound shows a strong intramolecular hydrogen bond (O1-H1···N1) which forms a S(6) motif. The compound also contains five intermolecular C-H···π interactions. The combination of three C-H···π interactions generates chain of edge-fused R 2 1 (7)R 2 2 (15) rings running parallel to the [010] direction (Fig. 2) . The details of C-H···π interactions are given in Table 2 .
Experimental
The title compound was prepared by refluxing a mixture of a solution containing 2-hydroxy-4-methoxy-benzaldehyde (0.0237 g, 0.156 mmol) in 20 ml ethanol and a solution containing 4-ethoxyaniline (0.0214 g, 0.156 mmol) in 20 ml ethanol.
The reaction mixture was stirred for 1 h under reflux. Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained from ethylalcohol by slow evaporation (yield % 71; m.p. 381-383 K).
Refinement
Phenolic H atom (H1) was first detected in a difference map, but eventually fixed in calculated position, with the O-H bond length constrained to 0.82 Å and U iso (H1) = 1.5U eq (O1). Other H atoms were also placed in calculated positions and constrained to ride on their parents atoms, with C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å, and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (C). For atom C12, anisotropic displacement parameters were restrained to approximate an isotropic behaviour. 
